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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lavine (US-2001 0049596) 

Regarding claim 1 , Lavine teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0007), comprising the steps of: 



storing a plurality of emoticons in the mobile terminal (fig.2,paragraph 

0040); 



entering an emoticon input mode (paragraph 0038,0040); 



displaying the stored emoticons in an emoticon input mode (fig.2, fig.3, 
paragraph 0050); 



selecting an emoticon (paragraph 0050); and 



storing as part of a short message the emoticon selected by a user (see 



fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0007). 
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Regarding claim 2, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are stored in the form of a bit map (see abstract, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 3, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are formed by utilizing a plurality of typical characters and 
special characters in combination (paragraph 0047). 

Regarding claim 4, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of transmitting an SMS (Short Message Service) 
message including the stored emoticon (fig. 2, paragraph 0007). 

Regarding claim 5, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are stored by a manufacturer in the process of 
manufacturing (fig.2, fig. 3, paragraph 0049,0064). 

Regarding claim 6, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are created and stored by the user (fig.2, paragraph 
0064). 

Regarding claim 7, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored in the mobile 
terminal (paragraph 0012). 

Regarding claim 8, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the Internet 
and stored in the mobile terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0012). 
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Regarding claim 9, lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the user 
(fig.2, paragraph 0012, 0015). 

Regarding 10, Lavine teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0007), comprising the steps of: 

grouping a plurality of emoticons formed by utilizing a plurality of typical 
characters and special characters in combination and storing the emoticons by 
groups in the mobile terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0040); 

entering an emoticon input mode (paragraph 0038, 0040); 

displaying the stored emoticon groups (fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0050); 

selecting an emoticon group (paragraph 0050); 

displaying the emoticons of the emoticon group selected by a user 
(paragraph 0050); and 

storing an emoticon as part of a short message selected by the user (fig.2, 
fig.3, paragraph 0007). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
10, wherein the emoticons are stored by a manufacturer in the process of 
manufacturing (fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0049,0064). 
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Regarding claim 12, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
10, wherein the emoticons are created and stored directly by the user (fig. 2, 
paragraph 0064). 

Regarding claim 13, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of any of 
claim 10, wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored in 
the mobile terminal (paragraph 0012). 

Regarding claim 14, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
10, wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the 
Internet and stored in the mobile terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0012). 

Regarding claim 15, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
10, further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the user 
(fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0064). 

Regarding claim 16, Lavine teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0007), comprising the steps of: 

forming emoticons by utilizing a plurality of typical characters (paragraph 

0047); 

storing a plurality of the emoticons (fig.2, paragraph 0040); 

selecting at least one emoticon from the plurality of emoticons (paragraph 
0050); and 
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transmitting an SMS message including the at least one emoticon 
selected by a user (fig.2, fig.3, 0016, 0030, 0007). 

Regarding claim 17, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
16, wherein the emoticons are formed and stored by a manufacturer in the 
process of manufacturing (fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0049, 0064). 

Regarding claim 18, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
16, wherein the emoticons are formed and stored by the user (fig.2, paragraph 
0064). 

Regarding claim 19, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
16, wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored in the 
mobile station (paragraph 0012). 

Regarding claim 20, Lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
16, wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the 
Internet and stored in the mobile terminal (fig.2, paragraph 0012). 

Regarding claim 21, lavine teaches the emoticon input method of claim 
16, further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the user 
(fig.2, fig.3, paragraph 0064). 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Khai M Nguyen whose telephone 
number is 703.305.9006. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 703.308.7745. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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